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1. UPON RECEIVING REF (A) EMBOFF CONTACTED RECENT IV GRANTEE 
AKAKPOVI AKITANI, SEC-GEN OF COMPAGNIE TOGOLAISE DES MINES DU 
BENIN (CTMB), WHO SAID THAT DAVY POWERGAS INC. (DPG) HAS COM- 
PETITION FROM UNIDENTIFIED FRENCH GROUP FOR DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION 
PROPOSED TOGO FERTILIZER PROJECT. FRENCH GROUP ALLEGEDLY INTER- 
ESTED IN PROVIDING COMPLETE PACKAGE INCLUDING FINANCING, 
ENGINEERING, CONSTRUCTION, MANAGEMENT, OPERATION AND MARKETING. 
ALONG WITH FEASIBILITY STUDY THEY HAVE SUPPOSEDLY SUBMITTED 
COST ESTIMATE OF CFA 30 BILLION (U.S. DOLS 143 MILLION AT 

CFA 210/DOL 1). AKITANI CONFIDENT THAT DPG CAN SUBMIT LOWER 
ESTIMATE AND SHOULD DO SO WITHOUT DELAY. AKITANI UNDERSTANDS 
DPG CONSIDERING JOINING WITH BELGIAN FIRM PRAYON FOR 
CONSTRUCTION/MANAGEMENT OF PROJECT. 

2. AKITANI SHOWED EMBOFF PROJECT SUTDY PREPARED BY DPG. BUT 
DID NOT MAKE IT AVAILABLE. STUDY REFERS TO A "GROUP ASSOR", 
CREATION OF MAURICE ASSOR. ECONOMIC ADVISER TO PRES. 

EYADEMA (REFTEL (C)). EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS FROM AKITANI THAT 
ASSOR PLANNING TO ORGANIZE 25 PERCENT PRIVATE SECTOR 
EQUITY SHARE IN PROJECT (REFTEL (B), PARA 4) THROUGH 
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ITS OWN. HE SUSPECTED ASSOR MAY BE ALSO DISCUSSING PROJECT WITH 
FRENCH GROUP (PARA ONE ABOVE).; 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY SUGGESTS DEPARTMENT 

INFORM JOHN ANTOLAK OF DPG AT ADDRESS PROVIDED 

REFTEL (A) OF REPORTED FRENCH COMPETITOR S ESTIMATE AND NEED 

FOR DPG TO MOVE RAPIDLY IF INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING ESTIMATE. 

EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION OF DPG'S BUSINESS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ASSOR AND WITH PRAYON; WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, 

DOES DPG ENVISAGE FOR "GROUP ASSOR" IN PROJECT? 

CURRAN 
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